
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
Artworks by Ai Weiwei, Andrew Sabin, and Jane and Louise Wilson to be 
unveiled in London as part of the 14th edition of Sculpture in the City 
 

 
Roots: Palace by Ai Weiwei - Courtesy of Lisson Gallery 
 
(19 June, 2025) Artworks by Ai Weiwei, Andrew Sabin and Jane and Louise Wilson will be 
installed amidst the iconic architecture of the City of London from this summer as part of the 
14th edition of Sculpture in the City, the annual public art exhibition set in the heart of the 
Square Mile.  
 
Launching on 16 July 2025, the 14th edition of Sculpture in the City continues its mission to 
transform the City of London into a vibrant open-air gallery, placing world-class public art in 
the heart of one of the world’s most iconic urban environments.  
 
Sculpture in the City is delivered by the City of London Corporation, alongside LACUNA, a 
leading cultural studio. 
 
Offering a striking contrast to the surrounding urban landscape, Ai Weiwei’s cast-iron tree 
root sculpture Roots: Palace will be installed at St Botolph without Bishopsgate. Part of a 
series created in collaboration with Brazilian artisans and communities by moulding 
sculptures from the roots and trunks of endangered Pequi Vinagreiro trees, the work 



                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

explores uprootedness. It references the artist’s personal exile, as well as global refugee 
crises and the displacement of Brazil’s indigenous peoples. Crafted using ancient “lost wax” 
casting techniques, elements of these rare tree roots are transformed into evocative 
compositions that resemble both mythical creatures and fragmented natural forms.  
 
A new work by artist duo Jane and Louise Wilson, Dendrophiles, highlights hidden stories 
beneath London’s modern architecture, exploring the fragile connection between The City’s 
high-rise skyline and its ancient past. Situated beneath the escalators of The Leadenhall 
Building, the work combines ink drawings based on images of DNA with 3D scans of ancient 
oak wooden samples that date over 2,000 years old. The archaeological material was 
excavated on the site of Bloomberg’s European headquarters in 2012 and believed to have 
once supported a crossing over the River Walbrook. The microscopic imagery was 
developed with the Department of Biohybrid Architecture at the Royal Danish Academy, 
Copenhagen and MOLA, London. With this juxtaposition, the artists want to spotlight the loss 
of hands-on knowledge and remind us that the most important part of technology is often 
social: learning by transferring skills and techniques from one generation to the next. The 
sculpture is a continuation of the themes explored in the twins' upcoming site specific 
commission, Performance of Entrapment, which will be presented from 17 July at the nearby 
London Mithraeum Bloomberg SPACE. 
 
Outside 70 St Mary Axe, a new large-scale sculpture by Andrew Sabin, Looping Loop, was 
created by first sculpting shapes in soft margarine, which were then used to create moulds. 
The combination of soft, textured mould surfaces with hard, colourful casting material gives 
the sculpture a lively, pulsating sensation. Its continuous, rising and falling form traces a 
gentle path around its circumference, punctuated by shifts in colour, texture, and mood. 
 
The new sculptures will join six works retained from previous editions of Sculpture in the 
City, along with two permanent acquisitions, highlighting the legacy of the programme in 
shaping The City of London’s relationship with public art. 
 
Works remaining on show 
 
A playful and interactive work first unveiled in 2024, Kissing Gate by Maya Rose Edwards 
remains on show in Aldgate Square, placing a rural kissing gate into the urban landscape, 
inviting moments of interaction between city-goers.  
 
Also installed in 2024 as part of the 13th edition of Sculpture in the City, on the corner of 99 
Bishopsgate and Wormwood Street, Temple by Richard Mackness turns the humble paper 
bag into a sculptural, gilded monument, giving a familiar tool of daily errands the reverence 
of a shrine.  
 
Julian Opie’s four sculptures, Charles, Jiwon, Nethaneel, and Elena, at 100 Bishopsgate,  



                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

depict diverse faces using strict vertical symmetry, blending classic portrait techniques with 
the visual language of modern technologies such as facial recognition, while referencing the 
traditional aesthetics of public monuments. 
 
At Mitre Square, CAUCUS, a vibrant yellow sculpture by artist and designer Samuel Ross, 
who this year is leading the London Design Biennale as Artistic Director, invites interactions 
from the public with the sculpture, encouraging familiar gestures like sitting, standing, and 
leaning. 
 
Two sculptures by Daniel Silver, part of his Rock Formations series, present interpretations 
of the human body inspired by ancient statues and busts. Composed of “collages” of stone 
and bronze heads placed on pieces of Michelangelo marble, the artworks are situated at 40 
Leadenhall (one by the Fenchurch Street entrance and one by the Leadenhall Street 
entrance). 
 
Permanent acquisitions 
As a testament to Sculpture in the City’s lasting influence, permanent artwork acquisitions 
have been made through the programme, becoming part of the permanent public art offering 
in The City of London. This is the case of In Loving Memory by Oliver Bragg, an artwork 
composed of humorous engraved brass plaques situated on existing benches around the 
City. The plaques commemorate fictional or abstract ideas with a mix of optimism, humour, 
and reflection. Also permanent is Elisa Artesero’s The Garden of Floating Words, a poem 
displayed using neon that appears to be floating amongst the foliage outside 70 St Mary 
Axe. 
 
Stella Ioannou, Artistic Director of Sculpture in the City and Founding Director of 
Lacuna, said: "What continues to excite me even in our 14th edition is how each iteration 
feels entirely new. Seeing these works come to life in the heart of The City is never just 
about placing sculpture on site, it’s about the conversations that unfold between people, 
buildings and ideas. It’s a joy to witness how The City becomes a backdrop, a stage, even a 
collaborator in the work." 
 
Chairman of the City of London Corporation’s Culture, Heritage, and Libraries 
Committee, Brendan Barns, said: "Sculpture in the City is a powerful example of how we 
bring culture to life in the Square Mile, opening up extraordinary contemporary art to all who 
live, work and visit here. The project continues to evolve with ambition and purpose, drawing 
on The City’s unique blend of heritage, innovation and global reach. We’re proud to support 
initiatives like this that animate our public spaces and reinforce The City’s position as a 
vibrant cultural destination." 
 

Activations Programme 
As in previous years, complementing the artworks on display, Sculpture in the City offers a 
diverse and free activation programme starting this summer and finishing in Spring 2026. 
Events include a silent disco in partnership with MSCTY, a Cocktail & Create workshop, 



                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

curated exhibition tours, a BSL guided tour, as well as offering again the popular Little Art 
Critics TV workshops for children. 
 
To mark International World Mental Health Day, Sculpture in the City will host a long table 
discussion exploring the power of art for our wellbeing, Sculpting Perspectives: The Art of 
Connection. 
 
A multimedia guide on the free arts and culture app Bloomberg Connects will allow visitors 
to explore the artworks with exclusive artwork information. In addition, MSCTY x Sculpture 
in the City will allow visitors to experience site-specific architecture-inspired music and 
sound art. 
 
Sculpture in the City is a Founding Partner of London Sculpture Week, a collaboration with 
Frieze Sculpture, The Line and the Mayor of London’s Fourth Plinth Programme. This year’s 
edition will run from 20 to 28 September, with plans underway for an expanded programme 
including a symposium and a new celebratory event.  
 
The City of London Corporation is one of the largest funders of heritage and cultural 
activities in the UK and invests over £130m every year. The organisation manages a range 
of world-class cultural and heritage institutions, including the Barbican Centre, Tower Bridge, 
Guildhall School of Music & Drama, Guildhall Art Gallery, The London Archives, and Keats 
House.  It also supports the London Symphony Orchestra, which is based at the Barbican 
Centre, and the new London Museum.  
 

ENDS 
 
Link to press pack here. 
For further information, press images and interview requests please contact: 
Irene Ruiz Garrido | irene.ruiz.garrido@flint-culture.com 
William McCrossan | william.mccrossan@flint-culture.com  
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
About Sculpture in the City 
Sculpture in the City is an annual sculpture park that uses the urban realm as a rotating 
gallery space. Every summer, the City of London, in partnership with local businesses, 
unveils a new selection of artworks by internationally acclaimed and emerging artists. 
World-class contemporary sculpture complements the unique architectural quality of the 
area and engages the passers-by, who range from local workers to architectural tourists and 
other visitors, animating one of the most dynamic parts of the City of London. 
  
Started in 2010 as a public realm activation project for the area of St Helen’s and Undershaft 
which resulted in an exhibition of just four artworks in June 2011, Sculpture in the City is 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cM5aNi4JbLsDFgrkvGbUxNJw36aEb5EK&usp=drive_copy
mailto:irene.ruiz.garrido@flint-culture.com
mailto:william.mccrossan@flint-culture.com


                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

celebrating its 14th Edition in 2025, having shown a total of 137 artists and 162 artworks to 
date. 
  
Explore the 14th Edition, on display in the City of London’s financial district from 16 July 
2025 — Spring 2026. Sculpture in the City is completely free and accessible 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. 
  
Learn more at sculptureinthecity.org.uk 
Instagram: @sculptureinthecity 
Facebook: /SculptureintheCity 
 
 
Project Partners: Aviva, Bloomberg, Brookfield Properties, CC Land, the City of London 
Corporation, Hiscox, Nuveen Real Estate, Tower 42. The Eastern City BID is the Activations 
Partner for the 14th Edition.  
 
Project Patrons: Aldgate Connect BID, Foster + Partners, Mtec and Price & Myers. 
 
With thanks to participating artists, galleries and representatives: Ai Weiwei, Andrew 
Sabin, Jane & Louise Wilson, Richard Mackness, Julian Opie, Samuel Ross, Daniel Silver, 
Maya Rose Edwards, Elisa Artesero, Oliver Bragg, Lisson Gallery, Brooke Benington, 
Maureen Paley, Julian Opie Studio, Friedman Benda Gallery, Frith Street Gallery. 
 
Arts Advisory Group 
The Arts Advisory Board includes: Shanay Jhaveri, Head of Visual Arts, Barbican Centre; 
Sepake Angiama, Artistic Director, Iniva; Iwona Blazwick OBE, Former Director, Whitechapel 
Gallery; Wendy Fisher, Collector and Philanthropist; Whitney Hintz, Hiscox Curator; and 
Andrea Schlieker, Former Head of Exhibitions, Tate Britain. In 2025, we also welcomed 
guest artist Vanessa da Silva, who exhibited in the 12th and 13th editions of Sculpture in the 
City. 
 
About the City of London Corporation 
The City of London Corporation is the governing body of the Square Mile dedicated to a 
vibrant and thriving City, supporting a diverse and sustainable London within a globally 
successful UK –  www.cityoflondon.gov.uk  
 
About Lacuna 
Lacuna is a leading cultural studio realising contemporary art and events in urban spaces 
and local communities. Lacuna collaborates with urban leaders and collectives, decision 
makers and creative visionaries.  
 
Lacuna is led by Stella Ioannou, Artistic Director of Sculpture in the City. Stella has been 
involved with Sculpture in the City from its inception in 2010 and has overseen the project’s 
exponential growth in artistic content and partnerships alongside stakeholder management 
and fundraising. A trained architect, Stella was determined from the beginning that each 

http://sculptureinthecity.org.uk
https://www.instagram.com/sculptureinthecity/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/SculptureintheCity/
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk


                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

artwork is displayed in dialogue with the contemporary architecture and the unique urban 
environment. Stella contributes regularly to public events, selection juries and fundamentally 
believes that art and discourse improve the wellbeing of people, places and communities.  
 
Lacuna has also delivered an ambitious public art programme of permanent and rotational 
art commissions at Paddington Square, a new urban precinct developed by Sellar/GWD 
Properties and designed by the Renzo Piano Building Workshop.  As part of a three-year 
partnership with The Showroom, a new rotational piece by Long Distance Press will be 
launching at the end of July. 
 
Lacuna has also more recently delivered three new artworks at 40 Leadenhall as part of the 
public art programme the team curated for this new state-of-the-art building. Commissioned 
by M&G, the public art programme includes Trip and Hurry by Erwin Wurm and May Day, a 
new site-specific commission by Lothar Götz. 
 
http://lacuna-projects.com  / @lacunaprojects  
 
Partner Listings 

 
We are the UK's leading diversified insurer and we operate in the UK, Ireland and Canada. 
We also have international investments in India and China. 
 
We help our 20.5 million customers make the most out of life, plan for the future, and have 
the confidence that if things go wrong we’ll be there to put it right. 
 
We have been taking care of people for more than 325 years, in line with our purpose of 
being ‘with you today, for a better tomorrow’. In 2024, we paid £29.3 billion in claims and 
benefits to our customers. 
 
In 2021, we announced our ambition to become Net Zero by 2040, the first major insurance 
company in the world to do so. While we are working towards our sustainability ambitions, we 
recognise that while we have control over Aviva’s operations and influence over our supply 
chain, when it comes to decarbonising the economy in which we operate and invest, Aviva is 
one part of a far larger global system. Nevertheless, we remain focused on the task and are 
committed to playing our part in the collective effort to enable the global transition. Find out 
more about our climate goals at www.aviva.com/sustainability/climate and our sustainability 
ambition and action at www.aviva.com/sustainability/. 
 
Aviva is a Living Wage, Living Pension and Living Hours employer and provides 
market-leading benefits for our people, including flexible working, paid carers leave and 
equal parental leave. Find out more at www.aviva.com/about-us/our-people 

http://lacuna-projects.com
http://www.aviva.com/sustainability/climate
http://www.aviva.com/sustainability/
http://www.aviva.com/about-us/our-people


                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
As at 31 December 2024, total Group assets under management at Aviva Group were £407 
billion and our estimated Solvency II shareholder capital surplus as at 31 March 2025 was 
£7.6 billion. Our shares are listed on the London Stock Exchange and we are a member of 
the FTSE 100 index. 
 
For more details on what we do, our business and how we help our customers, visit 
www.aviva.com/about-us 
 
The Aviva newsroom at www.aviva.com/newsroom includes links to our spokespeople 
images, podcasts, research reports and our news release archive. Sign up to get the latest 
news from Aviva by email. 
 
You can follow us on: 
 
X: www.x.com/avivaplc  
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/aviva-plc  
Instagram: www.instagram.com/avivaplc/  
 
For the latest corporate films from around our business, subscribe to our YouTube channel: 
www.youtube.com/aviva  
 

 

Bloomberg is a global leader in business and financial information, delivering trusted data, 
news and insights that bring transparency, efficiency and fairness to markets. The company 
helps connect influential communicates across the global financial ecosystem via reliable 
technology solutions that enable customers to make more informed decisions and foster 
better collaboration.   
 

 
Bloomberg Connects hosts free digital guides from cultural organizations around the world.  
The app platform is part of Bloomberg Philanthropies’ longstanding commitment to 
supporting digital innovation in the arts.  Bloomberg Connects makes it easy to access and 
engage with arts and culture from mobile devices when visiting in person, or anytime from 
anywhere. With dynamic content exclusive to each partner organization, the app provides a 
range of features including video, audio, and text; expert commentary; and way-finding maps.  
Follow Bloomberg Connects on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter for updates on new guide 
launches, exhibit highlights, and more. 
 

http://www.aviva.com/about-us
http://www.aviva.com/newsroom
http://www.x.com/avivaplc
http://www.linkedin.com/company/aviva-plc
http://www.instagram.com/avivaplc/
http://www.youtube.com/aviva
https://www.instagram.com/bloombergconnects/
https://www.facebook.com/BloombergConnects
https://twitter.com/bbgconnects?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 

Brookfield Properties develops and operates real estate investments on behalf of Brookfield 
Asset Management — one of the largest alternative asset managers in the world. From office 
to retail, logistics to multifamily, and hospitality to development, they work across sectors to 
bring high-quality, sustainable real estate to life around the globe every day. With a focus on 
sustainability, a commitment to excellence, and the drive for relentless innovation in the 
planning, development and management of buildings and their surroundings, Brookfield 
Properties is reimagining real estate from the ground up. For more information, 
visit www.brookfieldproperties.com.  
Instagram: @BrookfieldPropertiesLondon 

  

 

C C Land is a long-term investor with a strong acumen of value accretion and sustainable 
growth. Their aim is to create long-term capital growth by investing in properties that deliver 
positive returns. Headquartered in Hong Kong and listed on the Main Board of the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange, C C Land is a discerning investor in, and developer of premium 
properties in key gateway international cities such as London.  

 
The group has made significant inroads into the UK property market in 2017 with three 
significant acquisitions in London: “One Kingdom Street”, an office building in London’s 
Paddington (January 2017), “The Leadenhall Building”, also known as the “Cheesegrater”, an 
iconic and award-winning building situated in the City, London’s prime financial and 
insurance district (May 2017), and “Nine Elms Square”, a distinctive development on 
London’s Southbank set to be transformed into an iconic residential and business quarter 
(August 2017). In 2017 C C Land also established a UK subsidiary office to advise and help 
fulfil the group’s aim of becoming a first class developer and landlord in the UK market.  

 
In 2019 C C Land teamed up with MARK (formerly Meyer Bergman) and committed £182m 
for the joint development of “Whiteleys”, a former shopping center, to deliver an enhanced 
retail experience, a sophisticated residential development and new leisure facilities to the 
heart of London Bayswater. 
 

 

Hiscox's love of art gets into everything we do: not only do we insure it, we also collect, 
sponsor and promote it. We also insure homes and contents (including fine art, high-value 

http://www.brookfieldproperties.com/
https://www.instagram.com/brookfieldpropertieslondon/


                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

cars, and other valuable assets and collectibles) and the liabilities and property risks of small 
professional businesses and events. For more information, visit www.hiscox.co.uk.  
 

 
Nuveen Real Estate is one of the largest investment managers in the world with $142 billion 
of assets under management. 
Managing a suite of funds and mandates, across both public and private investments, and 
spanning both debt and equity across diverse geographies and investment styles, we provide 
access to every aspect of real estate investing. 
With over 90 years of real estate investing experience and more than 770 employees* 
located 
across 30+ cities throughout the United States, Europe and Asia Pacific, the platform offers 
global reach with deep sector expertise, providing investors access to high quality 
investments across the private real estate investment landscape. 
For further information, please visit us at nuveen.com/realestate 
*Includes 360+ real estate investment professionals, supported by a further 411 Nuveen 
employees. 
Source: Nuveen, 31 March 2025. 
 

 

Tower 42 is the original skyscraper occupying a prime location in the City of London at 25, 
Old Broad St. and is the centrepiece of the Tower 42 Estate which totals 505,000 sq ft of 
offices and retail space. Designed by Richard Seifert for the National Westminster Bank, the 
Tower comprises 324,000 sq ft of high-quality offices. Arranged over 42 floors of 9,000 sq ft, 
each are divisible into 3 self-contained leaves of 3,000 sq ft, offering the most flexible leasing 
options in the City. The building was opened by the Queen in June 1981 and is now the 
home of over 50 international tenants from a wide range of businesses located in the heart of 
the City.  
 
Learn more at http://www.tower42.com/  
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/tower-42  
 
  
Activations Partner 
 

 

The Eastern City BID is a Business Improvement District working to promote and enhance a 

http://www.hiscox.co.uk
http://www.tower42.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tower-42


                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 

unique part of the City of London known as the Eastern City. Representing a leading and 
innovative business community, the Eastern City works collaboratively to deliver a range of 
programmes and transformative interventions that will develop this globally recognised 
economic district into an agile, dynamic and vibrant destination. 

For more information on the work of the BID, please visit easterncity.co.uk  

 

http://easterncity.co.uk
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